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can represent the King and General Metaxas as anything
but hard-working servants of the public, discharging a
dangerous and rather thankless task.

Communism was a serious threat to Greece in 1936.
The trouble had been brewing for a long time, for the
Comintern wanted to have a foothold at this end of the
Mediterranean as well as in Spain, and had financed
revolution liberally. We need not again enter into the
old story of how a " revolutionary situation?J is produced:
strikes and riots had made orderly government impossible.
The result of the elections of January, 1936 (for once fairly
held), was a balance of power between the majority parties,
in which fifteen Communists held the casting votes.
After another seven months of confusion, King George
dissolved Parliament, in August, 1936, with the universal
consent of all parties except the Communists, and ap-
pointed General Metaxas to clear up the mess. Within a
year this countryman of Ulysses had swept the Augean
stable of political jobbery and incompetence.

Everyone except the professional politicians, and a few
political journalists, rejoiced In the decisive measures
taken by the new Government. To-day eighteen deputies
are under detention, living on islands which would be
considered paradises by a less fortunate people than the
Greeks. The Metaxas Government made far fewer arrests
than had been made In previous revolutions, and nobody
was executed.

In the land which invented democracy it would be too
much to say that the dictatorship is universally popular.
But even those who are against It in theory will admit
that in practice, under present conditions, it is a necessary
evil. " I was a Veniselist," said an acquaintance, " and I
hate the present censorship. I detest the idea that I may
not say what I like to my friends, sitting in the cafe of an
evening. But I must admit that things are better In